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£5 1 ,nV6nti0n re,a,es ,0 a of a rela- 

tivelyngid material for containing a stack of moist wipes 
he container having a bottom part and an upper part' 
uLTari 51? * a hin ^ the 

»%£JEr m bein9 adap,ed * 

Background of the invention 

L 0 ^ 1 ! P : A "° 247 031 discloses a f| e»We pack con- 
tamingastack ofwet tissues. Thepack compr?s«sa?el 
ativdy small dispensing aperture and an adhesive S, 
for sealmgly closing the dispensing aperture 
[0003] FR-A2 376 802 discloses a flexible pack com- 
prising a stack of wet tissues, and a storage S5S 
After removal of a label from the pre-formed dispensing 

SSSSi-iT* me opened «** is pla ^ s 

on^°, no I he COntainer Com P rises a "'"Sing cover 
[0004] US-A-4.244.493 discloses a cylindrical con 

^7^^ingaro l .ofwettowe.s.com P l„gaco^ 
and^d.spens.ng device comprising a slit and a hole 

Sir,^ Patent ^P^ 6 ' 0 " num °er 

* r 5 °£ May ° 5 ' 1994 in the name <* ^e 
Praetor & Gamble Company, discloses a container for 

coning a stack of wet wipes, the container compris- 
ing a tub havrng a lower part, and an upper part hino- 
•ngly connected thereto. The upper part con? rise a 
d, S pens,ng aperture which is covered by a 355 
S h ™ e ^ ^ble packs are easily trans- 
port^ by the user, but have as a disadvantage that the 

mafc^ 66 SC, " e6Zed in *» "WW * the user This 
may cause moisture to leak from the pack. Also uoon 

STJTJ!" adhesive c,osure 0, * e f ^ S 

may be reduced such that drying out of the contente 

Z^lT*r'' the openin9 and 

SIS ° faw,pefroma,,exible f«ckisrelativelyelab 
orate and requires two hands. 

COn,ainere h3Ve 1,16 advanta 9 e *at *ey 
can be transported without the contents being 
squeezed out. The sealing closure of the rigid contain 

m such containers. The disadvantage is that the rigid 
traSST relatV " y bU,kY ^ th6refore " ea ^ 
E? H 1 15 a,S ° kn0W1 10 moist wi Pes in rel- 

SffiLT T? inere - The wipes can be P ,ac *d 

ins de the container by hingingly separating two halves 

In ET" SUCh are *» « to 

2'.' ° Pen P° S,t ' on - the wnole stents of the 

ofCZ£ e T Sed ' 71,18 result in the contents 
^container being spilled upon opening or becoming 



£2fL Fl ? erm0re ' these flat containers are 
Hied above the peripheral edge of the lower half an 
ncreased risk of spilling its contents upon dispensing ? 

22 ^!" J* 96 ° f the ,ower ha »- tend to get 
caugW between the halves of the container upon clos- 
ing the halves back together. 
[0010] ft is an object of the present invention, to pro- 
io 21 tor m ° iSt tissues - which oan be easily 

EUL "i 8 an0thef ° bjeCt ° f the invent,on to Provide a 
corrtainer for moist tissues, which can be completely 
f'led, and which can be easily opened for Z£ 
15 ^ 0ui *• da "9er of spiiling fts contel or 5S2 
ting caught in the lid. 'Mesgei 
P012] ft is another object of the invention to provide a 
container for moist tissues which allows one-handed 
dispensing of the wipes 60 

20 fSL 11 iSa,UrtherCbjectof *• invention to provide 
a container for moist tissues from which moist Sssues 

25 Summary of the Invention 



ZoiJT^ aCCOrdin9 to *• present inve "tion 
S Zl. ^ and 30 Upper P art - »» Parts 
so Srr yC0nneCtedbyahin 9 e Tn e combined 
30 height of the upper and lower part is not higher than 5 
cm, preferably not higher than 2.5 cm. The up^er r^ 
comprises a dispensing aperture and a lid coSgS 
dispensing aperture, the Hd being hingingly connected 
to the upper part of the container 

35 u 7116 f6latively ,lat ""Wner can be easily trans- 

ported because of its low bulk Because theSinerfs 
«* of reiatively rigid material, the oort*S5ST 
stand the compressive forces normally occuning uoon 
fransportation of the container in the user's luggTgely 

ST 8 I" 6Xtra diSPensing ,id on conSner me 
r^i operation of placing the wipes inside the container 
and the dispensing operation, are separated Once the 
^ner«fi.,ed.thetwohalves^ rn ?y^ n 

SS,^ COnta, " er With0Ut the risk °' «P»1B or 
soiling the wipes on dispensing. 

[0016] The use of an extra dispensing aperture in the 

be completely filled without negatively affecting tte 
» ease of use of the container. As the container halves 

KTi T? 9etting cau9ht be tween the con- 
amer halves upon dispensing, is solved 

[0017] Jn one embodiment of a container according to 

uiToTJ h r i2 r^ edispereingaper,urem ^^^^^ 

ures 10 x 6 cm. A prefened dispensing aperture is ellip- 
tica the axes being about 10 x 6 cm in length Thfe 
relatively large sized dispensing aperture uLh 
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user to easily open the container and one-handedly dis- 
pense a single moist tissue from the container. The dis- 
pensing aperture is optimised in size to allow the user to 
easily reach into the container, and provides a restric- 
tive orifice for frictionally engaging the wipes upon dis- 
pensing, thus causing the wipes to unfold. 
[0018] In another embodiment according to the inven- 
tion, the upper and the lower parts of the container are 
integral. It is advantageous to form the upper and the 
lower part in a single injection moulding operation, the 
hinge material and the material of the upper and lower 
halves forming one piece. In a preferred embodiment, 
the upper and lower container parts have the same 
height. 

[0019] Such containers normally tend to be relatively 
difficult to open, and will not stay open properly due to 
the resilient spring-back forces exerted by the one-piece 
hinge. Hence such constructions would normally be 
regarded as less suitable to contain wet wipes, as the 
dispensing of the wipes from such containers is 
impaired. In the present invention, this negative is over- 
come by the provision of an extra dispensing aperture in 
the top halve of the container such that the container 
halves only need to be separated for placing a stack of 
wet wipes inside the container. Upon dispensing, the 
container halves can stay closed. 

Brief description of the drawings 

[0020] The present invention will explained in detail 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the 
drawings: 

Figures 1 - 3 show a perspective view of a container 
according to the invention in the storage position, 
the refill position and the dispensing position, 
respectively, 

Figures 4 - 6 show an embodiment of a container 
according to the invention wherein the upper part, 
the lower part and the lid are integral, 

Figure 7 shows the container of figures 4 - 6 in a 
flattened position, and 

Figure 8 shows a cross-sectional view of an insert 
part carrying the lid, connected to the dispensing 
aperture. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

[0021] Figure 1 shows a container 1 according to the 
invention in its closed state. The container 1 has a 
height, H, which is between 2 cm and 5 cm. The con- 
tainer is filled substantially along its height H with wet 
wipes 3. The wipes 3 are stacked in an interleaved or 
non-interleaved array and are saturated with moisture. 
The moisture contents of a single wipe may for instance 



be about 2.5-3 times the weight of the wipe in its dry 
state. A preferred lotion comprises about 95 % water 
and may further comprise skin care agents, perfume 
and cleaning agents. The upper part 5 of the container 

5 is connected to the lower part 7 via a hinge 9. The upper 
and lower parts may be separately formed parts, or may 
form, together with the hinge 9, a single, integral struc- 
ture. The container 1 is made of relatively rigid material, 
such as polyethylene or a polypropylene copolymer of a 

io thickness of between 0.5 and 0.8 mm. 

[0022] The term "relatively rigid" is intended to mean 
containers which are not made of sheet material, such 
as the known flexible wrappers and which do not sub-, 
stantially deform upon handling. 

15 [0023] The container 1 comprises two finger grips 1 5, 
1 7 attached to the upper part 5 and lower part 7 respec- 
tively. The container can be opened for placing the wet 
wipes inside by moving the finger grips 1 5 and 1 7 apart, 
as shown in figure 2. 

20 [0024] The upper part 5 comprises a dispensing aper- 
ture 11 covered by a hinging lid 13. The hinging lid 13 
may be connected to the upper part 5 via a hinge 19. 
Preferably the lid 13 is flush with the top surface of the 
upper part, and is accessible via a finger lift part 20 in 

25 the top surface of upper part 5. Upon dispensing of a tis- 
sue from the container 1 , the upper and lower halves 5,7 
remain closed, only the lid 13 being opened. Preferably, 
the dimensions of the dispensing aperture 11 are 
between about 10 x 6 cm, such that a user can easily 

30 reach inside the container 1, and can also access the 
bottom most wipes. On the other hand, the dispensing 
aperture 11 is small enough to provide a restriction 
which causes the wipes to unfold when they pass 
through the aperture by frictionally engaging the wipes. 

35 This will help to dispense only a single wipe at a time. 
[0025] Proper frictional engagement of the dispensing 
aperture 11 with the wipes is especially important for 
wipes of a caliper of about 0.6 mm and a basis weight of 
about 60 g/m 2 . Thinner wipes, for instance of a caliper 

40 of about 0.2 mm, will more easily unfold upon dispens- 
ing. 

[0026] Figure 4 shows an alternative embodiment of a 
container according to the invention. In this case, the lid 
1 3 is integrally formed with the upper part 5, and is con- 

45 nected to the upper part along a webbed hinge 1 9. The 
hinge line 1 9 is located on the opposite side of the hinge 
9 of the upper and lower parts 5,7 as can be seen in fig- 
ure 5. Hence the lid 13 hinges in a different direction 
than the upper part 5, such that there is no risk of sepa- 

50 rating the upper and lower parts 5,7 upon opening of the 
lid 13. 

[0027] Figure 6 shows the container 1 in a dispensing 
configuration. The dispensing aperture 11 extends 
across the full width of the upper half 5 for easy access 
55 to the wipes, but is of relatively narrow dimensions to 
form a restrictive aperture for unfolding of the wipes. 
[0028] Figure 7 shows a top plan view of the container 
of figures 4-6. in a flattened two-dimensional state. The 
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container 1 , s formed from a single injection moulded 
piece. The webbed hinges 9 and 19 respectively con- 
nect the upper and lower parts 5.7 and the upper part 5 
and the lid 13. -wwpano 

"XL H9Ure 8 Shows a "OSS-sectional view of an 
embod.ment wherein the upper part 5 of the container 
comprises a recessed section to which an insert part 21 

tSZtls 1 * 6 '™** 9 *" 21 hinge 19 

[0030] Preferably, the container 1 is made of polypro- 
25* 0th6r ma,eria ' S SUCh as Po'^Vene can be 

Claims 

1. Container of a relatively rigid material for containing 
a stack of moist wipes, the container having a bot- 
tom par t and an upper part, the parts being mutu- 
ally connected by a hinge, the upper and the lower 
part being adapted for containing the moist wipes 
characterised in that the combined height of the 
upper and lower part is not higher than 5 cm pref- 
erably not higher than 2.5 cm. the upper part com- 
prising a dispensing aperture and a lid covering the 
dispensing aperture, the lid being hingingly con- 
nected to the upper part of the container 



mrteinander veibunden und zur Aufnahme von 
feuchten TOchern geeignet sind. dadurch gekenn- 

Ze i?^' daB d3S 0ber - und Unterteil zusammen 
n,cht heher als 5 cm. vorzugsweise nicht hoher als 
5 2.5 cm sind; und das Oberteil eine Spenderdffnung 
und emen die Spenderoffnung abdeckenden Dek- 
kel enthalt, der uber ein Scharnier mit dem Oberteil 
des Behaiters verbunden ist. 

2. gaiter nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die GrOBe der 
Spenderoffnung zwischen 30 cm 2 und 90 cm 2 vor- 
zugsweise zwischen 40cm 2 und 80cm 2 liegt. ' 

3. Behalter nach Anspruch 1 oder 2. bei dem das 
Oberteil. das Unterteil und der Deckel integriert 
ausgebildetsind. 

4. Behalter nach Anspruch 3. bei dem der Deckel mit 
^ dem Ober-und Unterteil integriert ausgebildet ist. 



2. Container according to daim 2, wherein the size of 
the dispensing aperture is between 30 cm 2 and 90 
cm*, preferably between 40 cm 2 and 80 cm 2 . 

3. Container according to daim 1 or 2. the upper part 
the lower part and the lid being integral. ' 

4. Container according to claim 3. wherein the lid is 
integral with the upper and lower parts. 

5. Container according to any of the previous claims 
wherein the upper part and the lower part are sub- 
stantially of the same height. 

6. Container according to any of the pr^ious claims, 
wherein the surface of the lid is substantially flush 
with the surface of the upper part. 

7. Container according to any of the previous claims 
wherein the hinge of the upper and lower part is 

ocated on a side of the container which is opposite 
to the side where the hinge of the lid is located the 
hinging direction of the upper part with respect to 

he lower part being opposite to the hinging direc- 
tion of the lid with respect to the upper part 



5 ' Ain Ker h na ? ? endeinem der ^"Segangenen 
Anspruche, bei dem das Oberteil und das Unterteil 
im wesentlichen die gleiche Hdhe aufweisen. 

& 6. Behalter nach irgendeinem der vorangegangenen 
Anspruche. bei dem die Oberflache des Deckels im 
wesentlichen bundig mit der Oberflache des Ober- 
teils abschlieBt. 

» 7. Behalter nach irgendeinem der vorangegangenen 
Anspruche. bei dem das Scharnier des Ober- und 
Unterteils auf einer Seite des Behaiters angeordnet 
ist. die der Seite gegenOberliegt, auf der das Schar- 

35 H d t.P' eckels ^eordnet ist. wobei die 
Schwenknchtung des Oberteils bezOglich zum 
Unterteil entgegengesetzt der Schwenkrichtung 
des Deckels bezuglich zum Oberteil ist. 
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Revendications 



Patentanspruche 

1 • Behalter aus einem relativ starren Material zur Auf- 
nahme eines Stapels feuchter Tocher, mit einem 
Unterteil und einem Oberteil. die uber ein Scharnier 



1. Recipient constitue d'un materiau relativement 
ng.de destine a corttenir une pile de serviettes 
humides, le redpient presenter* une partie basse 
une partie sup6rieure. les parties etant mutuelle- 
45 ment rell6es ^e diamine, les parties supe- 

lT« et ^ ,erieUre etant «*" a «»*»* 'as 
serviettes humides, 

caracterise en ce que la hauteur combinee des par- 
tes superieure et inferieure n'est pas superieure a 
» 5 cm. de preference n'est pas superieure a 2,5 cm 
la partie superieure comprenant un orifice de distri- 
bution et un couvercle recouvrant I'orifice de distri- 
bution. le couvercle etant relie de maniere articulee 
a la partie supSrieure du redpient. 

56 

2. Recipient selon la revendicafJon 1, dans lequel la 

!!w ! of Ce 2 de dis,ribu1ion ^ comprise entre 
30 crn^ et 90 cm 2 , de preference entre 40 cm 2 et 80 
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cm 2 . 

3. Recipient selon la revendication 1 ou la revendica- 
tion 2, la partie sup6rieure, la partie inferieure et le 
couvercle 6tant solidalres. 5 

4. Recipient selon la revendication 3, dans lequel le 
couvercle est solidaire des parties supgrieure et 
infgrieure. 

10 

5. Recipient selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions pr6c6dentes, dans lequel la partie sup6rieure 
et la partie inferieure ont sensiblement la m§me 
hauteur. 

15 

6. Recipient selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions pr6c6dentes, dans lequel la surface du cou- 
vercle est sensiblement au niveau de la surface de 
la partie sup6rieure. 

20 

7. Recipient selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions pr6c§dentes, dans lequel la charnigre des 
parties sup6rieure et inf6rieure est situ6e sur un 
cflte du recipient qui est oppos6 au c6t6 ou la char- 
nfere du couvercle est situ6e. la direction d'articula- 25 
tion de la partie supgrieure par rapport a la partie 
inferieure 6tant oppos6e a la direction d'articulation 

du couvercle par rapport a la partie sup6rieure. 

30 
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